
studentudurham.org

facebook.com/studentudurham
twitter.com/studentudurham
Instagram.com/studentudurham

3116 Academy Road  
Durham, NC 27707
919-267-3958

DISCOVER your 
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TIWANA ADAMS - Chair, Guardians for Student U,  
Parent Representative, Real Estate Agent, Founder & Director of 3D Women 

DEB ANDERSON - Chair of the Board  
Director, Wood Partners 

MARK ANDERSON  
Attorney at Law, McGuire Woods LLP

THEUS ARMISTEAD
Retired Business Leader, Former AT&T Executive

ROBB CADWALLADER
Real Estate Entrepreneur

JENNIFER CRAWFORD - Secretary of the Board 
Pediatrician, Teaching Assistant, Durham Academy

STEPHEN FARMER 
Vice Provost for Enrollment and Undergraduate Admissions, 
University of North Carolina - Chapel Hill

MICAH GILMER
Senior Partner, Frontline Solutions

LEE HARK
Assistant Head of School and Upper School Director, Durham Academy

MARK KUHN - Treasurer of the Board 
President and Founder, Kuhn Advisors, Inc.

BELA KUSSIN  
Educational Consultant

JEROME LEATHERS  
Principal, Southern High School, Durham Public Schools

WYNETTA LEE
Professor, North Carolina Central University 

JOAN LIPSITZ  
Senior Fellow, MDC

ERIC MLYN
Assistant Vice Provost for Civic Engagement, 
Executive Director of Duke Engage, Duke University

EMILY OLIVER 
Consultant, Art & Science Group

LAUREN WHITEHURST - Vice-Chair of the Board 
Founder, Sidekick Consulting

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Each year, elementary school guidance 
counselors and fifth grade teachers 
nominate students for STUDENT U. 

Typically students qualify for free and reduced 
lunch and will be the first in their families to 
attend college. Students are then selected 
through a random lottery to become our 

newest dream makers. Once students begin 
their  journey as rising sixth graders, they 

continue to participate in STUDENT U 
through college.

OUR STUDENTS
Dear Friend of Student U,
As a board member and a parent with two children in  

Student U, I have witnessed a spark ignited in  
my children to change our community. My sons  

exemplify this in many ways. Most notably, before college 

tours during the Summer Academy, my eldest son gathers 

college-related questions from his peers who are not in the 

program. He then ensures that he asks these questions on 

their behalf while visiting schools, and then he brings the  

answers back to his peers at home. These actions will  

change the face of opportunities extended to those  

around my children.

We have much more work to do to ensure that 
all students, not just my children, have what  
is needed to succeed in college and beyond.  
I hope that as we work together, no student will need to  

serve as a facilitator of questions on college tours, because 

all students will have the same access that is afforded by 

Student U.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, Guardians for Student U 

Parent Council, and Student U staff, I would like to thank you 

for your generosity over the past year. We are one step closer 

to making our dream a reality. Your time and belief is integral 

to our success and together, we will continue work to create  

a Durham where all students can succeed.

    
-  Tiwana Adams   

Parent, Board Member

Share Your

Brilliance



In 2015, Student U received a prestigious $2.25 million challenge 
grant from The William R. Kenan, Jr. Charitable Trust. This is a  
1:1 matching grant, meaning Student U is tasked to raise $2.25  
million in new or increased gifts over the next two years to  
ensure the award is matched. 

Written by Student U Students, the grant will  
take Student U towards our 10th Anniversary in 2017. To craft  
this grant, students led several listening circles centered on 
the student experience, future hopes for Student U, and future 
dreams for the broader Durham community. 

As a result of our students writing this grant, they have created 
an opportunity for any gift to Student U to be doubled over the 
next two years. In order to receive these funds, Student U must 
match the following in new or increased donations. 

  2016: $1.25 million        2017: $1 million
.
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We are Destined To
Change the World Danielle served as a lead writer for the  

“We Are Destined to Change the World” 
grant. Throughout the process, Danielle  
co-organized several focus groups with  
students of all ages to give students an  
opportunity to dream fearlessly together 
about the future possibilities of Student U. 
Danielle and her classmates believe that 
each student has the potential to change  
the world, and they crafted this grant  
application to reflect that powerful message. 
She hopes this grant and giving opportunity 
will allow Student U to continue its work 
and serve as even more motivation for our 
students to become leaders and create  
a Durham where all students can succeed. 

Brilliant Student Spotlight

Brilliant Grant Authors:  Nicholas Alston, Casey Barr-Rios, Danielle Evans, Jaia Grady, Kiya Lyon, Dajuan Miranda, Ana Santamaria, Ti-Vianna Webster,  

Kenan GRANT Excerpt: 

“We are formally requesting funds over the period of three 

years because we, the Student U students, are on the  

path to becoming teachers, leaders, community activists,  

organizers, and most importantly, world changers.   

This money allows us to not simply gain the resources and  

opportunities needed to set us up individually on a path to 

graduate from college, but while doing so, prepare to lead 

our future communities and change the world.  We have 

so many crazy dreams that one day will impact society.  

We are putting forth the effort and continuously striving  

to discover our best selves while sharing our brilliance with  

the world.” 

                                            Written by Student U Students

Maritzelena Chrinos, Francis De La Cruz, Kameron Johnson, Ana Krah, Chris Lindsay, Alyzia McAlmon, Daniel Odeh, Jared Lopez, Angelica Cohen, Izeria “Izzy” Hargrove

Top: “I am a Roman soldier and I fight with my shield or die trying” - Joel Rodriquez
Bottom: “Conquering Sisters” - Rebeca Alba 

Danielle Evans 

TJ consistently has high academic expecta-
tions for himself. His commitment to his own 
success, however, is not enough. Over the 
past year, TJ has developed high expecta-
tions for his peers as well, encouraging them 
to continually improve in their academics. TJ 
has even taken the initiative to organize the 
first meeting of Student U students at his high 
school. Through his strong commitment to 
himself and his community, he has impacted 
the students of Kestrel Heights to work to 
their full potential. 

TJ Underwood
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OUR COMMUNITY
•  450 6th Grade Through College  

Sophomore Students
•   125 Part-time Employees
•     18 Full-time Employees 
• 17 Board Members

and 1 Dream
The MISSION of STUDENT U is to empower  
students in the Durham Public Schools to own  
their education by developing the academic skills 
and personal well-being necessary to succeed in 
college and beyond.

DREAM

Fearlessly



              of Student U’s graduating high school seniors have enrolled in college,  
              a post-secondary institution, or the military within their first year 
after high school. 

              of Student U’s college students 
              from the classes of 2014 and 
2015 have persisted in college, a post-
secondary institution, or the military

                   of Student U’s students 
                   from the classes of 2014 
and 2015 have graduated from high 
school.

We areAs a result of structural racism, poverty, and other systemic injustices, 
first generation college-bound students face significant personal and 
institutional obstacles to educational success. This situation prevents 
our community from reaching its full potential.

Student U engaged over 100 members of our community in a 
Strategic Visioning Process. The most significant finding was 

the need to redefine the problem we strive to solve...

The Student U  
Approach to Change: 
We believe that a Durham where all 
children can succeed is possible. 

We believe that children are the 
most powerful change agents our 
community can leverage to realize 
that vision. 

We believe that Student U’s role  
in creating a Durham where all  
children can succeed is in expand-
ing the educational opportunities 
available to our students so that 
they may unlock their full potential 
and be the advocates for change 
within our community. 

As such, our long term goals are: 

1.  Students achieve educational 
success. 

2.  Students have the knowledge 
to achieve financial security 
as adults. 

3.  Students are on the path to 
reaching their full personal 
potential.  

4.  Students become traditional 
and non-traditional leaders 
in Durham and other com-
munities and are equipped 
to contribute to long term 
systemic change. 

Student Population:

85% of our students will be the first in their families to attend college

College Readiness:

100% 91% 

The Student U Experience:

90% of our students qualify for free or reduced-price lunch

Chart shows proficiency 
levels of Student U 
students compared to 
Durham Public Schools 
students as a whole and 
Durham Public Schools 
students who are con-
sidered “economically 
disadvantaged” for the 
2014-2015 school year.

1. Pew Research Center         2. act.org         3. National Center for Education Statistics, GradNation         4. Pew Research         5. US DOE, Pell Institute          6. Pew Research Center  

College  
Preparation by 
A.C.T. Benchmark

2

28%
11%
4%
11%
31%

All Students:  

Low Income:  

Black:  

Latino:

White: 

High School 
Graduation
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71%
87%
68%
76%
85%

Low Income:  

High Income:

Black:  

Latino:

White: 

College  
Enrollment 
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51%
81%
67%
67%
68%

Low Income:  

High Income:

Black:  

Latino:

White: 

Childhood  
Poverty

1

38%
30%
11%

Black:  

Latino:

White: 

Income  
Potential

Income  Unemployment  Poverty
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$28,000    

$45,500 

12%

4%

22%

6%
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9%
77%
10%
9%
73%

Low Income:  

High Income:

Black:

Latino:

White:

College
Graduation
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The 
Cyclical 
Problem

The 
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Our Commitment
•  84,760 hours worked by middle school students

•  30,810 hours worked by high school students

•  2,160 hours worked by college students

•  24,704 hours worked by parents & families

•  1,332 hours worked by 17 members of the 

 Board of Directors

•  3,680 hours worked by volunteers

•  37,104 hours worked by part-time staff

•  25,840 hours worked by full-time staff

“ By all coming together in partnership, 
we are creating a community driven 
by our dreams, grounded by our  
core values, and illuminated by  
the brilliance of our students.

“

- Dan Kimberg

REVENUE

SUMMARY

Individuals 

Organizations & Corporations 

Foundations 

Government Grants

REVENUE TOTAL

  $    234,110 

 $    139,700

 $    858,987

 $    385,539

  $    1,618,335

EXPENSES

Middle School Program

High School Program 

College Success Program

Management and General

Fundraising

EXPENSES TOTAL

  $    672,732 

 $    489,404

 $    154,215

 $    133,342

 $    120,722

  $    1,570,274

53% 
Foundations

24% 
Government Grants

14% 
Individuals

9% 
Organizations  
& Corporations

2015 Finances

ACHIEVE 

GreatnessRevenue Total

Expenditure Total 

TOTAL YEAR-END REVENUE

  $    1,618,335

  $    1,570,274

  $    48,061

45% 
Middle School 
Program

31% 
High School 
Program

10% 
College Success 
Program

8% 
Fundraising

8% 
Management  
& General



There is power in this community. 
There is power in our students who are 
working tirelessly to write their own 
stories. There is power in our parents who 
commit their time to not only advocate 
for their students, but to advocate for all 
students. There is power in our staff, our 
18 full-time employees and our 150 part-
time employees, who all walk humbly and 
passionately with our students on their 
journeys. There is power in all of us, in 
all members of our full community who 
believe deeply in the value and worth of 
every person, and who can envision a 
time in Durham in which all students can 
succeed.

Together, we are on a purposeful and  
powerful journey to write a new story 
of what is possible when a community 
comes  together around one clear vision.

I am acutely aware of one of the greatest 
obstacles that can get in our way as we 
strive to collectively fulfill our vision.  

We are at-risk of valuing one 
form of power over another.  
We are at-risk of saying some are dream 
makers and some are dreamers, some are 
powerful and some are power seekers.  If 
we allow this to happen, if we allow there 
to be a chasm in our own community, 
all of our dreams and all of our goals will 
come crashing down.

If we value equally and utilize fully all 
of the power in our community, we can 
write a new story. We can show the world 
what can be at a time when we are so 
often sitting in the pain of what currently 
exists. 

So how do we do it? How do we value 
equally and utilize fully the power in this 
community? 

Lean in and listen. 
There are common narratives which 
are written about our society that we 
consciously and subconsciously allow to 
guide our lives. When we do not lean in 
and listen, it is these stories that we hear. 
These common narratives surround us, 
impacting the expectations we have for 
others and those that others have for us. 
It is these common narratives that too of-
ten lead to the -isms, the abuse of power, 
the plagues that hold Dr. Kings moral arc 
from bending more quickly. 

We cannot be distracted by the common 
narratives. We must lean in and listen to 
the counter narratives. If we do, we will 
hear the story of a student creating a 
Latino Advocacy Club at her high school 
and of a volunteer giving not just of his 
money, and not just of his time, but giving 
of his heart to Student U. If we do, we 
will hear the story of a student challeng-
ing his peers to dream fearlessly about 
college and of a teacher who has inspired 
her whole family to commit to this  
community.

Lean in and listen and hear of a collec-
tive vision, a vision to live in a community 
where all students can succeed. 

If all of us have the courage to write our 
counter narratives, the agency to share 
these counter narratives, and the humility 
to listen to one another’s counter narra-
tives, we will have the collective power 
to accomplish our goals and we can 
collectively author a story that speaks of 
a community filled with self-actualized 
individuals, a beloved community, a com-
munity with power, a community that is 
able to change the world. 

Lean in and listen. Hear the counter narra-
tives of those around you and with minds 
full of an understanding of the history of 
this moment, and with hearts full of em-
pathy that only can be felt after hearing 
and rehearing the stories of others, let us 
go and co-write our future.
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Dan Kimberg

Executive Director’s Message

Francis De La Cruz, Student U Class of 2014 - As a mem-
ber of the Student U Class of 2014 and a current participant in the 
College Promise Program, Francis owns his role as a leader in our 
community by finding ways to support younger students on their 
journeys to and through college. Francis believes that a strong  
support system is the key to ensuring students’ success, and he 
therefore makes time to mentor two Student U college first-years 
and to tutor middle school students in our after school program. 
Francis’ continued commitment to this community is a display 
that students are equipped to be the needed change makers our  
society. Francis will earn his Bachelor of Science in Nursing from the  
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Suzie Lowe - Suzie ensures that her financial contribution 
to Student U is not the end of her commitment. She serves as a  
volunteer, driving from her home in Burlington, North Carolina to 
Durham twice a week to facilitate individual academic interventions 
with Student U middle school students who need additional sup-
port in particular subjects. Suzie’s consistency in her commitment 
to Student U, both as a financial supporter and as a volunteer has 
made a lasting impact on our journey to ensure that all students are 
prepared to succeed through college and beyond.

SUPPORTER SPOTLIGHT

Energize your 

Community
•   Book Harvest
•   America Reads America 

Counts at Duke University
•   Augustine Literacy Project
•   Blue Ribbon Mentor- 

Advocate Program
•   Capital Associated Indus-

tries
•   Carolina Theatre
•   Crayons2Calculators
•   Duke Bereavement Center
•   Durham Arts Council
•   Durham Arts Guild
•   Durham CAN
•   Durham Chamber of  

Commerce
•   East Durham Children’s 

Initiative
•   El Centro Hispano
•   Emily K Center
•   Essilor Vision Foundation
•   Farmer Foodshare
•   Full Circle Interpreting

•   Huepa Culture
•   Junior League of Durham 

and Orange Counties
•   Kidznotes
•   Made in Durham
•   MoneyThink at  

UNC Chapel Hill 
•   NC Write
•   North Carolina Central  

University Summer of  
Service

•   Partners for Success at  
Duke University

•   Racial Equity Institute
•   Sacrificial Poets
•   SEEDS
•   The Adelante Coalition
•   Thrills from the Grill
•   UNC Chapel Hill’s APPLES 

Service-Learning Program
•   YMCA of the Greater  

Triangle

Our Collaborators

DAN KIMBERG - Executive Director



•  GlaxoSmithKline  
Foundation

•  Grable Foundation
•  Elizabeth and Mark  

Gustafson
•  Michael Hanas
•  Lona Hankins
•  Bobbie and Bill Hardaker
•  Lee and Marianne Hark
•  Jerry and Audrey Harnik
•  HCL Technologies 
•  Thomas Henkel
•  Alison Hill
•  Alice and Trig Horton
•  Emily and James  

Huckabee
•  Wendy Sue Jacobs and 

Michael William Meredith
•  Jon Jester
•  Jewish Federation of  

Metropolitan Chicago
     -  Cindy Cuffaro
•  Joy Kasson
•  Daniel and Amanda  

Kimberg 
•  Marjorie Klein
•  John and Celeste Kralovec
•  Elizabeth Kunreuther
•  Bela Kussin
•  Libby Lang
•  Stephen and Virginia Lang
•  Wynetta Lee
•  Lesley Levine and  

Edwin Weinberg
•  Ben Lew
•  Rick and Ariann Lewis
•  Joan Lipsitz
•  Jeff and Leslie Liss
•  Katie Little
•  Thomas Loughran
•  Suzie and Ben Lowe
•  Michele Lynn and Steve  

McConaughey

•  Mad Science
•  David Malone
•  Christine and  

Jonathan Mark
•  Amanda Mathis  

and Dave Miller 
•  Medtronic
•  Graig and Jennifer Meyer
•  Benjamin Michelman
•  Michelman Family Fund
•  Sam and Sheila Miglarese 
•  Pamela and Carmelo Milano
•  Eric Mlyn and Judy Byck
•  Pete and Dana Moller
•  Tamar Moskowitz
•  Albert and Kathleen  

Musciano
•  Navillus Foundation
•  Stephen and Susan Neumer
•  Eugene Oddone and Grace 

Couchman
•  Emily Oliver and  

Benjamin Edwards
•  John Page
•  Julian and Jenevieve  

Perpignano
•  Geraldine Pesacreta
•  Thomas Phu
•  Pi Beta Phi Foundation
•  Ava and Mark Pillinger
•  John Pinto
•  Bruna Piccin and  

Jack Pucak
•  Mary Putman
•  Charlie and Sonya  

Randazzo
•  Robert and Adele Schiff 

Family Foundation
•  Larry and Nancy  

Rocamora
•  Jennifer Rogers
•  Todd and Catharine  

Roessler

•  Ruth Ellen Bardon  
Charitable Remainder Trust

•  Amy and Daniel Salo
•  Henry and Linda Scherich
•  Elizabeth Schwartz
•  Todd Seaver
•  Jesal Shah
•  Shared Visions Foundation
•  Ilona Sher
•  Silverback Foundation Inc.
•  Katie Spencer
•  Bradley and Tricia Staats 
•  Susan E. Stankavage
•  State of NC DHHS - Health 

Services
•  Stewards Fund
•  Mike and Margi Strickland
•  Deborah and Thomas 

Swirsky-Sacchetti
•  Eric and Barbara  

Teagarden
•  Redonnie Thomas
•  Steve Toler
•  Tom Russell Charitable 

Foundation, Inc
•  Treyburn Forum
•  Triangle Community  

Foundation
     -  Backyard Fund
     -  Baskerville Fund 
     -   Marcia Angle and  

Mark Trustin Fund 
     -   Mark and Cynthia  

Kuhn Family Fund 
     -   Mark Higgins  

Community  
Enrichment Fund 

     -   Regional Community 
Endowment Fund 

     -   Schmidt-Nielsen and 
Claesson Family Fund

•  Bettina Umstead 

•  UNC Apples Service- 
Learning

•  United Way of the  
Greater Triangle

•  Vaguely Reminiscent
•  Andrew Short and  

Andrea Vizoso
•  Josephine Ward Patton
•  Robert Weldon
•  Wells Fargo Foundation
•  William R. Kenan Jr.  

Charitable Trust
•  Wired Triangle
•  Kristin Wright
•  Allison Yee
•  Sandy and Aaron York
•  Ginger Young and  

Jonathan Wiener
•  Nancy Yovetich and  

Marty Kraut
•  Alexandra Zagbayou
 

• Tiwana and Frank Adams
• A.J. Fletcher Foundation
•  Trudi Abel and  

Noah Pickus
•  Peter Aitken and  

Maxine Okazala
•  AmazonSmile Foundation 
•  Beth and Ed Anderson
•  Carol Anderson
•  Mark and Mary Eileen 

Anderson
•  Pat and Theus Armistead
•  Art & Science Group LLC
•  Chris and Linda Bailey
•  Frank and Anna Baldiga
•  Ruth Bardon and  

Michael Casey
•  Willetha  Barnette
•  Tucker and Katy Bartlett
•  Dan Baum
•  Leah Bergman
•  Kelly and Michael  

Bolognesi 
•  Leigh and William Bordley
•  Christopher Bridgers
•  Suzanne Brock
•  Tony and Teddie Brown
•  Burt’s Bees 
•  Butler Family Foundation
•  Mariana Byrd
•  Robb and Kate  

Cadwallader
•  Carolyn W. & Charles T. 

Beaird Family Foundation 
•  Heidi and Scott Carter
•  Doug Cerny
•  Anthony L. Clay
•  Dennis Clements and  

Martha Ann Keels
•  Jennifer and  

Lawrence Crawford

•  Virginia Crowder
•  Amber Cruz
•  Sarah Darwiche
•  Davis Moore Capital, LLC
•  Snehal and Sanjeev 

Deshmukh
•  Ian and Radhika 

Deshmukh-McDiarmid
•  Phyllis and Mark Dorsey
•  Annette DuBard and  

Andrew Wang
•  Duke Energy Foundation
•  Duke’s Office of Durham 

and Regional Affairs
•  Durham Merchants  

Association
•  Carolle Epstein
•  Escapada Living –  

Natalia Castillo 
•  Exchange Club of  

Greater Durham
•  F.M. Kirby Foundation
•  Jonathan Farmer
•  Stephen Farmer and  

Susan Steinberg
•  Fidelity Charitable  

Foundation
     -  Deb Anderson
     -   Richard and Cynthia 

Brodhead
     -   Gwendolyn Brooks 
     -   Kristin and Jacob 

Clauson
     -   Holly Ivel and  

Matthew Smith 
     -   Lauren and Jim  

Whitehurst
•  Fox Family Foundation
•  Robert Fryd
•  Giarla and Michelson 

Charitable Foundation
•  Micah and Jamaica Gilmer

SUSTAINING PARTNERS
over $200,000 since inception* 
•  Durham Academy
• Durham Public Schools
• Julian Robertson
• Oak Foundation

• Stewards Fund
•  William R. Kenan Jr.  

Charitable Trust

LIFETIME TRANSFORMERS 
Supporters for 8 consecutive years 
•  Peter Aitken
•  Beth and Ed Anderson
•  Chris and Linda Bailey
•  Leigh and William Bordley
•  Richard and Cynthia 

Brodhead
•  Tony and Teddie Brown
•  Heidi and Scott Carter
•  Doug Cerny
•  Anthony L. Clay
•  Jennifer and Lawrence 

Crawford
•  Claire DeLong –  

The Butler Family  
Foundation

•  Duke University Office 
of Durham and Regional 
Affairs

•  Mark and Cynthia Kuhn
•  Bela Kussin
•  Libby Lang
• Stephen and Virginia Lang
• Morgan Creek Foundation
• Eric Mlyn and Judy Byck
• Pete and Donna Moller
• Sara and AJ Motsinger
• Chris and Mitch Mumma
• Mark and Nancy Ratner
• Steve Schewel
• Mike and Margi Strickland
• Lee and Carol Sullivan
•  Deborah and Thomas 

Swirsky-Sacchetti
•  Jim and Lauren  

Whitehurst
• Emily Williams

*  Totals are as of 2015 not including multi-year pledges

FOUNDING PARTNERS
• Duke University
• Durham Academy
• Durham Public Schools

•  North Carolina  
Central University

•  University of North  
Carolina Chapel Hill 14

2015 SUPPORTERS

We continue to believe in the  
collective power of support given  

in all sizes to our fearless dream of 
creating a Durham community where 

all students can succeed.

 
$10,000+

26 Transformers  

 
$1,000 - $9,999

32 EMPOWERERS 
 

$1 - $999
111 Engagers


